Time: May 10, 2020 10:30 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75788901826
Meeting ID: 757 8890 1826
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Topic

https://youtu.be/dv3nu9yuM8g

https://www.chicobonsaisociety.org/videos

1.2 minutes

In December of 2019 I was contacted by
the Puget Sound Bonsai Association. They
were digitizing VHS video of bonsai
demonstrations that could be downloaded from
the association web site. They were hoping to
obtain Roberta Walters permission. I had never
heard of Roberta and found out from CBS
members that she had sadly passed away a
few years before. Further inquiries with society
members and an online search reveled a
person of diversity and very much involved in
bonsai locally and statewide.

Figure 1 Roberta 2010

Figure 2 Susieki Stone

Figure 3 Example of Roberta's Sketches

Kirk Demarest studied under Roberta and
adopted some of Roberta’s bonsai plants
throughout their time of bonsai collaboration [see
Figure 4]. He generously provided copies of
Roberta’s bonsai sketches [Figure 3}, and is the
owner and current caretaker of one of her susieki
viewing stones [see Figure 2].

Figure 4 Korean Hornbeam

This is what I have discovered about Roberta. (Dobis, 2010; GSBF, 2006; Unknown, 2013)
o Roberta had been growing bonsai since she was 13 years old
o Founding member of Chico Bonsai Society in 1976.
o Was president of the Golden State Bonsai Federation and received the Circle of Sensei Award in
2006.
o Was a Sensei of the CBS.
o At one time had a large collection of susieki viewing stones and was a member of the California
Aiseki Kai
Her quotes about growing a great bonsai:
o ‘[It takes] time, …like 300 years’
o ‘[Because a bonsai is] …totally dependent on your care… It’s like having a disadvantaged child that
behaves itself.’
Her general thoughts about bonsai:
o Process can be learned in 3-4 years.
o Requires patience.
o Good stress relief.
These and other images provided by Kirk can be seen on our society web page. I am currently making an
effort to find out more about Roberta. If you would like to provide any other information about her, please
contact me at jemcdonald@protonmail.com. Many thanks to Kirk Demarist for his help and his
reflections about Roberta.
[Continued on next page]

These and other images provided by Kirk can be seen on our society web page. I am currently
making an effort to find out more about Roberta. If you would like to provide any stories, images or
other information about her, please contact me at jemcdonald@protonmail.com. Many thanks to
Kirk Demarest for his help and his reflections about Roberta.
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a non-profit organization to promote the appreciation, knowledge, and cultivation of
Bonsai through education, publicity, display and any other means which would advance the Art of Bonsai.
Chico Bonsai Society is a social hub based on the common interest of the Art of Bonsai. Membership is open
to the general public, come join us. Guests and visitors are always welcome.
Annual Individual Memberships dues are $30.00 per year plus $5.00 for each additional member of the household. To join
the CBS, mail your name(s), address, telephone and e-mail address plus a check made payable to the CBS for the correct
amount to: Leo Martinez, 1236 Whitewood Way., Chico, CA 95973.
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The
is an educational organization which provides services and activities
promoting the wonderful art of bonsai. GSBF is made up of member clubs in California and affiliate clubs in the adjoining
states.
•
•

•

Publication: Golden Statements Magazine [free digital version], the official publication of GSBF, is printed four times
each year with current bonsai articles and calendars of local club shows and events.
Education: The Federation awards grants to assist the clubs with programs and provides several categories of
bonsai scholarships which are available to worthy individuals. There is also an internship program in which qualified
students are given assistance to study with a bonsai master in Japan or elsewhere.
The Chico Bonsai Society is a current member.

The
is an international non-profit corporation founded in 1967 to promote knowledge
of, and interest in, bonsai – and to serve as a national focal point for bonsai fanciers. The ABS publish the ABS Bonsai
Journal, hold member conventions, and provide educational and support services to the bonsai community.
Individual Membership dues are $45.00. Join the ABS online at: https://www.joinit.org/o/american-bonsai-

society/4n47EfHaY6Fs6oMoy.

