
A Place to Bond With His Bonsai 
 
A breakdown of a $228,000 bonsai house, a 700-square-foot 
structure where miniature trees are watered, wired, pinched 
and pruned on mahogany worktables. 
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A bonsai collector spent nearly $228,000 to create a potting shed worthy of his 15 rare, miniature trees. 
The ethereal glass-and-steel pavilion seems to float above a rock garden at his home on 16 acres near 
Boston. 

The 700-square foot bonsai house is divided into two distinct environments. One side has a 
fireplace, a table and comfortable seating. The other side is a sunlit potting room where the 
miniature trees—a 400 year-old juniper and a Lilliputian maple, among others—are watered, 
wired, pinched, pruned and repotted on mahogany worktables. 

 

The potting room’s zen-like simplicity masks a sophisticated mechanical and drainage system. 
“You can literally open up a hose on that floor, and all the water will sink into the ground,” said 
architect Colin Flavin, who designed the glass house in collaboration with landscape architect 
Peter White. 

The 69-year-old homeowner, the co-founder of a real-estate investment management company, 
enjoys reading and relaxing in the glass house with a cigar. He leaves the actual potting to an 
array of specialists, including a bonsai master who occasionally flies in from Japan. 
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